TERMITES:  THE COST OF DESTRUCTION THEY CAN CAUSE AND THE COST TO CONTROL THEM 

By Barbara Shea, Shea Management

Repairing structural damage done by termites is extremely costly.  Recently both CPII and CPIV spent between $9,000 and $15,000 on individual units that had termite damage.   In each case, the termites had eaten the inside of the structural beams in the home, rendering them useless for the support of the structure.  By contrast, the CPIV and CPII Boards have approved treatment for termites that were discovered and reported to Management before any damage was done, in the amount of $3,000 - $6,000 for a whole row of homes.  Clearly, it is far less costly to treat for termites before they devour the structural members of the house.  

Please help us keep an eye on this serious problem, especially in the spring, which is when termites swarm.  If you see termites swarming in your unit (flying around and losing their wings on the floor) report it to Management immediately.  Termites may enter your unit through the basement.  When they do, they usually head upwards toward a source of food such as the floor beams.  The way they do this is they create mud tracks on the wall that look like irregular tunnels stuck on the basement wall.  If you see evidence of mud tracks on the walls in your unit, report it to Management immediately.  If you see bugs and you are unsure as to whether or not they are termites, simply save one in an envelope and give it to the Site Manager who will have an entomologist identify it.

Termites have been around a lot longer than any of us so the possibility of eradicating them is remote; however, we can easily control them and keep them out of the homes in Capitol Park.  Both CPIV and CPII have the Sentricon system in place in several rows of homes.  They contain bait for termites, which they take back to their colony, where it prevents them from molting, effectively killing them.  The Sentricon system is the most effective system on the market today and has worked well for Capitol Park.  Anyone who has questions regarding this information should call Shea Management or Bruce Buelken.  We are not entomologists but can refer you to one at American Pest Management or steer you in the right direction should you suspect termite infestation.

